ISLAM  ITS'   IKDIA.                          [CHAP. IX,

its secular predominance. In spite of all disclaimers put forth
by. the English Government, our ill-wishers have always raised
against us the cry that we desire to compel persons to embrace
our religion, and this is still widely credited by the ignorant
crowd. In a volume of Travels in India, lately published by a
Parsee of Bombay, the writer mentions how ** strongly im-
pressed " were certain Mahomedans, with whom he conversed,
** with the belief that their rulers were now intent on making the
people of this country converts to Christianity by all means in
their power." Nor can we wonder.tliat this sense of keen emu-
lation between Christianity and Mahomedanisra in the same
country is stimulating, in India, that spirit of Mahomedan
revivalism which is reported to be abroad throughout all the
countries which profess Islam, even in those where the faith is
triumphant and holds undisputed monopoly of the State's
support*

Moreover, these two great rival religions have at last found
in India no't only a common mission field, but also a common
arena and audience for polemical controversy. Hitherto the
writers on either side have scarcely ever joined fair issue in
argument, or opposed each on the same ground; the Chris-
tians have demolished the pretensipns of Islam to Christians,
at their leisure; the Mahomedans have denounced Christianity
before Mahomedans ; the two hostile camps were separated by
different tongues and by a great interval of distance between
their respective head-quarters. But now the Englishman in
India is an Arabic scholar; and the Indian Mahomeclan
studies English works. Sir William Muir writes a ILife of
Mahomed, with critical examination of the canonical scriptures
upon which the traditional evidences of Islam are based; and
he has at once found a gainsayer in Syud Ahmed Khan
Bahadur, a distinguished officer of the government over which
Sir William, as Lieutenant-Governor of the North "West pro-
vinces, lately presided. Although Syud Ahmed was himself bom
too late for acquiring that knowledge of English -which -would
enable him to meei English critics with English, writing,,
yet ia Arabic he holds himself on a par with the accomplished
author of the Life of Mahomed, whom he shows no reluctance